
FAST FOR JUSTICE FOR EFREN PAREDES, JR., THE 300 MICHIGAN JUVENILE LIFERS,
AND 2,000 JUVENILE LIFERS THROUGHOUT THE USA

This is a call by The Injustice Must End (TIME) Committee to join and support a fast during Holy Week 2008
on behalf of Efren Paredes, Jr., the over 300 Michigan prisoners, and 2,000 other juveniles across the country
sentenced as juveniles to mandatory life without parole.  These are veritable death sentences and have been
ecumenically condemned by the international community.  In a season of public passion, we are passionate
about their freedom and release.

The fast will begin on the evening of Palm Sunday, March 16, 2008 and conclude on Holy Saturday, March
22, 2008.  A press conference will be held Monday, March 17, in Detroit at 10:00 A.M. in front of the Cadillac
Place complex on W. Grand Boulevard, to declare the fasters' public intercession on behalf of Efren Paredes,
Jr., the 15-year-old Latino honor student wrongly convicted of murder and robbery by a nearly all-White jury
in  Berrien County, Michigan.

The injustice perpetrated against Efren occurred in 1989.  He was sentenced to two life sentences without the
possibility of parole and one parolable life sentence.  The fast marks the beginning of Efren's 19th year of
incarceration.  To learn more about this injustice you are invited to view our web site at www.4Efren.com.

The fast supports the commutation request recently submitted to Governor Granholm on Efren's behalf and
House Bills 4402-4405 currently pending in the Michigan House of Representatives.  Enacting the bills would
abolish the imposition of life without parole sentences on juveniles in Michigan and provide the possibility of
parole to the 300 plus prisoners incarcerated for crimes they were convicted of committing when they were
children.

Legislation to abolish juvenile life without parole sentences in Nebraska, Florida, California, and Illinois is
currently pending, and efforts are being made to ban the practice in Iowa, Louisiana, Massachusetts, and
Washington as well.  Our call is being heard across the nation.

Some fasters will undertake the entire week on water, others on juices.  Some people will join the fast by
choosing one day of the week to participate.  Others will lend their prayer, voice, and presence to this effort of
the spirit.

The tradition of Lenten and Holy Week fasting has always been an act of preparation and solidarity with those
to be baptized or reconciled to the community in the Vigil of Easter.  In the case of people wrongly convicted
or unjustly held, it is the community which needs to be reconciled to the prisoner so that justice may be
restored.  Our fast is to that end.

On Good Friday, the Stations of the Cross walk through the city of Detroit, which begins at noon from St. 
Peter's Episcopal Church (Michigan and Trumbull), will include a meditation related to these prisoners (see
attached).

The fast will be based at St. Peter's Episcopal Church.  To join the fast, or for details of gatherings and events
during the week, contact Rev. Bill Wylie-Kellerman via e-mail at bill@scupe.com or via phone at 313-841-
7554.
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FAST FOR JUSTICE FOR EFREN PAREDES, JR., THE 300 MICHIGAN JUVENILE LIFERS,
AND 2,000 JUVENILE LIFERS THROUGHOUT THE USA

Meditation for Holy Week 2008

Chant: "Deep down inside of me I've got a fire going on. (2x) Part of me wants to sing about the light. Part of
me wants to cry, cry cry."

Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted....
Pilate said to them, "Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?" They all said, "Let him be
crucified."  And he said, "Why, what evil has he done?" But they shouted all the more, "Let him be crucified."
So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, "I am innocent of this man's blood... (Matthew 27:15, 22-24)

In the USA more than one in every 100 adults is in prison.  For Black males in their 20's and early 30's the rate
is 1 in 9.  For Latino males ages 18 or older the rate is 1 in 36.  Among other things, the cry for tougher and
mandatory sentencing guidelines at both the state and federal level has filled our prisons over capacity.  At the
beginning of the year that meant over 2,300,000 people — more than any other nation in the world.  The USA
is also shamefully the global leader in the rate at which it incarcerates its citizenry.

A recent study reflects that Michigan ranks 10th among states with the highest percentage of its population
behind bars and 2nd in the nation in its ratio of prisons to higher education spending.  It currently spends $2
billion per year on prisons, which equates to $1.19 spent on prisons per every $1 spent on higher education. 
Michigan is a microcosm of the American prison crisis — one that has reached alarming proportions.

Although it violates international law, specifically the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child,
Art. 37, Michigan has over 300 prisoners sentenced as juveniles to mandatory life without parole.  It is noted
that as of February 2008 the USA stands alone in the world as the only nation that imposes life without parole
sentences on children.

Consider Efren Paredes, Jr., a 15-year-old Latino honor student wrongfully convicted of murder by a nearly
all-White jury in Berrien County, Michigan.  He was sentenced to two life without parole sentences and one
parolable life sentence for a murder and robbery he did not commit.  To date, he has been incarcerated 19
years.

Efren recently wrote to friends, "I have stood in the eye of the storm many times and not yielded.  This will be
no different.  Berrien County sentenced me to die in prison, but God created an indomitable spirit in me.  He
created me to live a free life, not a captive for life."

House Bills 4402-4405 are currently pending in the Michigan House of Representatives.  Passage of these bills
would provide a second chance to the juveniles who have been sentenced to die in Michigan prisons.  In
Efren's case a request for commutation of sentence has recently been submitted to Governor Granholm's office. 
We pray that it reaches the Governor's desk and that in conscience she signs it.

Today we intercede for prisoners. Will the authorities wash their hands of justice and truth? Will we?

Verse: Were you there when they locked me up for life?

"It's not good public policy to take all of these taxpayer dollars at a very tough time, and invest it in the prison
system when we ought to be investing it in the things that are going to transform the economy, like education

and diversifying the economy." —Gov. Jennifer Granholm, Associated Press, Dec. 12, 2007


